
Q2: Other than your home parish, which other parishes do you attend?

◦ Charlestown Retirement Center

◦ Church of Resurrection

◦ Church of the Ressurection

◦ Convent Chapel

◦ daily Mass at LSP, OLC

◦ Daily Mass Nursing Homes

◦ In Spain

◦ Mount de Sales Academy (2 instances)

◦ Occasionally St. Mark or St. Benedict

◦ Ocean City, MD

◦ Ocean City

◦ OLPH

◦ Our Lady Center

◦ Our Lady of Angels, St. Mark Catonsville

◦ Our Lady of Perpetual Help (3 instances)

◦ Our Lady of the Angels

◦ Sacred Heart of Mary

◦ Saint Martin's Home (LSoP)

◦ Saint William of York

◦ St Benedict's

◦ St Marks (2 instances)

◦ St MArtin'sLSP,Our Lady of Angels,St William of York,BaltimoreBasilica

◦ St William of york

◦ St. Agnes (3 instances)

◦ St. Benedict, Baltimore

◦ St. Ignatius near center stage

◦ St. John Neumann Gaithersburg

◦ St. Joseph Monastary

◦ St. Joseph Monestary

◦ St. Joseph's Nursing Home, Our Lady's Center

These written responses should be read in conjunction with the accompanying survey report.
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◦ St. Louis, Clarksville

◦ St. Mark - Daily Mass

◦ St. Mark daily Mass

◦ St. Mark or Our Lady's Center

◦ St. Mark, Catonsville

◦ St. Mark, St. Augustine, York, PA

◦ St. Mark (3 instances)

◦ St. Mark's, Catonsville

◦ St. Marks, Little Sisters

◦ St. Paul's

◦ St. Vincent de Paul

◦ St. William of York (4 instances)

◦ St. William's some weekday

◦ st. wm of york

◦ st.mark

◦ VA or others while traveling

◦ When away

Q10: Race/Ethnic Background

◦ African

◦ Black/Hispanic

◦ NQWCE

Q11: Languages spoken at home

◦ Chinese

◦ German

◦ Haitian Creole

◦ Pilipino (2 instances)

◦ Some Italian

◦ Swahili (2 instances)

◦ Tagalog (2 instances)

◦ Thai
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Q13a: If you have children under 18, how do your children receive a religious 
education?

◦ Child has autism. She attends every week with us.

◦ Christian School

◦ Enrolled in pre k 4 at Catholic school and intending to continue through 8th grade

◦ Good Shepherd

◦ Good Sheppard Program

◦ Homeschool Religious Ed

◦ non school age

◦ Not old enough

◦ The teenager mentioned is with us parttime. The parents have not continued his 
religious educ since he graduated 8th grade. We try to provide some when he is with 
us.

◦ VBS, Altar Server, Cherub Choir

Q13b: If you have children under 18, which of the following faith-based 
activities do you do with your children?

◦ Adoration, Meet with other Catholic families that are homeschooling for a variety of 
faith based activities, praise and worship, etc.

◦ Christian School

◦ Daily Mass

◦ He's 5 months

◦ Homeschooling

◦ Positive influence with Christian music

◦ Study the Catechism

◦ worship music together

Q13c: If you have children under 18, what do you feel are the greatest 
challenges you face in passing the faith on to your children?

◦ Autism

◦ Mixed Marriage

◦ Sometimes hard to get through the defensive walls they put up at the least suggestion 
of of a discussion (they turn it into an argument)
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◦ they are still young and like sponges mostly

◦ This grqndchild is not motivated since his parents aren't motivated

◦ Time, practical demands

Q15: How would someone know you are a Christian?

◦ A smile - people wonder why?

◦ actions

◦ By example

◦ Go on mission and spread the Gospel being the Couples for Christ West Virginia Area 
Mission Coordinator.

◦ going on mission

◦ I am a religious sister, and I wear a Dominican habit.

◦ I am a religious sister, and wear a habit.

◦ I am kind and considerate of others.

◦ I homeschool using Catholic curriculum

◦ I let folks know I am praying for them

◦ I work for a Catholic school and speak openly about my faith in this setting

◦ Knights of Columbia

◦ My house and office space have religious symbols

◦ My religious habit

◦ Pray at abortion clinic

◦ reach out to people I observe have a need

◦ Saying grace in open restaurants

◦ Signs and Symbols such as crosses at work, grace before meals, etc

◦ Small Crucifix and small picture of Our Lady on my desk at work.

◦ St. Francis: Reach out all the time, when necessary use words

◦ Tour guide at Basilica

Q17: What do you feel are the greatest obstacles to being able to talk about 
faith with others?

◦ A preailing, stereotypical, attitude toward a religious posture that becomes judgmental 
seeing anything religious as immature or not enlightened about how things "really are".

◦ Did not grow up with PDA and verbal rejoicing GOD
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◦ Fear from some other Religions

◦ hard to know how to bring it up naturally in a conversation sometimes.

◦ Hostily to Church

◦ I am trying to read how ready the other person is to opening discuss his or her faith.

◦ I don't like it when people of other religion try to persuade me to convert

◦ I have no obstacle

◦ Introverted

◦ many people think they know about christianity and dont think its relevant

◦ Most don't understand or want to

◦ My perspective is that Americans are more persuaded by actions than words. I also 
pray for them.

◦ My speech problem is a big obstacle

◦ none

◦ Not a "pushy" person

◦ Nothing can stop us if we know our faith and understand it. The Holy Spirit Drives it

◦ People aren't prepared or knowledgeable enough

◦ Some people are hateful about their denial of God and the truth of Catholicism

◦ Some people are not open to it.

◦ Sometimes people are in too much of a hurry to discuss anything.

◦ There is the absence of practical teaching in how to do this

◦ They have reasons perhaps that block their acceptance of truth

◦ This depends on many factors- I am an average person with many personal problems 
and concerns, but know deep inside that God is with me. I am just not the type to 
preach- I am no better than anyone else. When faith comes up in conversation I totally 
enjoy giving my views and listening to others but I don't push.

◦ When We go on mission, some parish are not welcoming to the Evangelization 
program we offer (Christian Life Program)

◦ Work in environment hostile to religion

Q18: What does the term “evangelization” mean to you?

◦ Abhor prosetylizing by others

◦ being joyful and present to others so as to minister to them with the love of Christ

◦ Helping others have a personal relationship with Christ

◦ Introducing people to God's personal love for them
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◦ Not sure

◦ praying

◦ Re-evagizing the already Catholic but not practicing their faith

◦ Sharing the gospel message

◦ when the opportunity is present, sharing my faith story...

Q19: Think of a person who you know has left the Catholic Church or is 
thinking about doing so. With that person in mind, which of the following do 
you believe are the 2 or 3 most important reasons they left or might leave?

◦ 2nd Marriage issues

◦ a generation of our children who do not follow their parents teachings

◦ Behavior of some clergy

◦ childhood faith development weak; family siruation not faith nurturing.

◦ decisions made by church

◦ Didn't learn the faith in the 1st place --- seed planted on rocky soil

◦ Difficult hearing verble communication/speach

◦ Divorced

◦ Does understand the true value of the mass. Not properly form

◦ Don't want to be told what to do

◦ Excessive talk about fundraising

◦ Feelings disconnected

◦ I do not know a person that wants to leave

◦ Lack of mature understanding of the faith

◦ Lack solid understanding of the richness of the Catholic faith

◦ Laziness (2 instances)

◦ Lazy

◦ Loss of loved one tragically

◦ Mad at priest of alot of questions in confession - didn't get absolution

◦ Married a non-catholic, non-faith desires and worldly concerns prevailed

◦ Married in a protestant church.

◦ Married out of the church

◦ Married outside the church

◦ Married twice & divorced twice
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◦ Not seeing a need anymore

◦ not understanding the meaning of mass

◦ outdated music

◦ parents were not incouriging unpleasant experience with nuns in school (40 years ago)

◦ person works awkward hours and difficult to get to mass.

◦ politics of church

◦ Prayers not answered

◦ See #17 above

◦ singing cantor is painful

◦ Spouse does not believe

◦ strong influence of others who left the church

◦ There is a big disconnect between the mode of communication inside the church and 
outside of the church. A major cultural disconnect. The signs, symbols and questions 
that culture raises is often not brought to Mass. The priests "read" homilies at you. 
Often without personal application or in reference to our everday lives. The music is 
often done poorly and again is culturally disconnected.

◦ They don't put church/God as a top priority. They are too busy.

◦ They were never taught the Catholic faith and therefore never understood it, especially 
the mass and sacraments

◦ Too busy-busy

Q20: Think of a person who you know has left the Catholic Church or is 
thinking about doing so. With that person in mind, which of the following do 
you believe are the 2 or 3 most important reasons they left or might leave?

◦ don't know anybody

◦ Get them to see that the Church is not just one or two people who negatively 
influenced them

◦ Help them to realize that although people sin, they are forgiven by God.

◦ invite them to Discovering Christ series

◦ Invite them to join Catholic Lay Organization

◦ losing many teens/20s - Catholics need to address and make Catholic mass/life more 
inviting

◦ meet them where they are

◦ need help with Catholic School tuitions. The well-to-do will always be able to afford - 
You will always have charity for the poor, but zero for those in the middle
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◦ no introductions

◦ Offer deaf ministry, better audio and/or sign lanague interper

◦ other faith better meets their needs

◦ Re-evangelization particularly in areas of thier life that is casing them to be lukewarm.

◦ Remind them of Jesus and the Eucharist

◦ Remind them the treasures Mother Church has for their happiness

◦ talk about Reconciliation, use apologetics (laymen)

Q23: There are many ways that people grow in their spiritual life and practice 
aside from going to Mass. Please check the ways in which your spiritual life is 
nourished.

◦ Attending lectures on Catholicism

◦ Being a member of Couples for Christ

◦ Being a religious sister

◦ charity

◦ Christian radio, LIQURIAN and COLUMBIA Magazines

◦ Constantly teaching my children about the faith while home-schooling.

◦ Daily Mass. Frequent Confession.

◦ Gardening and growing healthy food for my family and community

◦ Helping family members

◦ leading others through parish ministries

◦ music

◦ Nurse for 55 yrs

◦ Participating in the Unbound Prayer Ministry

◦ Pray at abortion facility - Homily

◦ priest (contacts with)

◦ recieving advice from christ mentally

◦ social justice activities

◦ Spiritual Direction

◦ Support KoFC activities

◦ Third Orders

◦ try to say the rosary as much as possible

◦ working for the Tribunal
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Q24: What is the one thing you could do to enhance your spiritual life?

◦ Adorations, participate in church ministries

◦ Attend a Bible study

◦ Attend daily mass adoration more often, Bible studies, regular prayer

◦ Attend daily Mass twice each week.

◦ Attend daily Mass

◦ Attend Eucharistic Adoration

◦ Attend mass more frequently

◦ Attend mass more often (3 instances)

◦ Attend other devotional services.

◦ Attend some meetings. Read scriptures

◦ Be a better Christian by example

◦ Be consistent in prayer & fasting

◦ Be consistent with daily prayer and service to the poor

◦ Be more attentive to the Lord's presence with me throughout the day.

◦ be more consistent with my follow through and set aside a quiet place to pray.

◦ Be more faithful to ways to enhance my spiritual life.

◦ Be more giving of my time to the needy.

◦ Be more giving to under priviledged

◦ be more mindful

◦ Be more present at our prayer times each day. Distractions crowd in quickly during 
prayers.

◦ be still and listen

◦ Become more involved

◦ Comfort the sick and dying

◦ Complain less

◦ comprehending how God's vast capabilities and power far exceed anything humans 
can access regardless of how much money they have.

◦ Concentrate more in prayer

◦ confession more often.

◦ Continue to do spiritual reading and receive Holy Eucharist daily

◦ Daily mass
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◦ daily rosary, meditating on the good things God has done for me in my life

◦ Daily rosary

◦ Devote more of my life to Jesus

◦ Do a better job of submitting my will to God's will for my life.

◦ Do Eucharistic Adoration more often

◦ Do lectio divina with the Gospels more often.

◦ Do the rosary every day

◦ Easy access to a spiritual director.

◦ Educate myself more

◦ Fast and abstain

◦ find a point of more significant relevance. I do not appreciate the apparent political 
slant to the current pope's message, especially as he seems to enjoy criticizing 
america, its people and its history.

◦ find more quiet time for spiritual & philosophical reading alone with the Lord.

◦ Focus on God's will and strengthening of me; shake off the apathy and rut of everyday 
life & obligations.

◦ Get a Spiritual Director.

◦ Get on more of a schedule, routine

◦ Get to confession and adoration more frequently.

◦ get to daily mass/weekly adoration

◦ Go to Adoration more

◦ Go to confession frequently

◦ Go to confession more frequently

◦ Go to confession more often.

◦ Go to daily Mass (2 instances)

◦ Going on Mission. Spend time with the Lord in Eucharistic adoration. Be part of 
Catholic lay organization to fellowship with other Christians families.

◦ Greater discipline in prayer life (i.e. more regular) and similarly, more regularity in 
Eucharistic Adoration.

◦ Greater trust in Divine Providence.

◦ Grow in the practices of alms giving and fasting.

◦ Have better communication with god

◦ Have more patience

◦ having the courage to go to reconciliation after many years missed

◦ Help in parish

Page 10 of 29

Written Responses to the Be Missionary Disciples Survey (2015)

2105 - St. Agnes



◦ help more people

◦ I could attend Mass more frequently.

◦ I do a lot already

◦ I don't know.

◦ I don't know

◦ I have a desire to go to Adoration more or have a Spiritual Director but I also have 4 
young children and don't know how to fit additional things in during this demanding 
season of life.

◦ I was divorced and felt not fully welcomed in the church. My ex husband left the 
marriage and I had not control over it. After many years I remarried outside the Church 
and now have an Annulment pending. I would like to receive Holy Communion. I am 
still the same Spiritual person but feel hurt.

◦ I wish I lived around someone who stayed with the church. My faith is energized when 
I am with people who are active Catholics. I don't have much of that anymore and it is 
demoralizing to me.

◦ If I knew that, I'd be doing it...

◦ increase daily devotion times

◦ increase my resistance to temptations and more readily accept that Iam the biggest 
reason that there a temptation in the first place

◦ Increase my time in Adoration

◦ Increased Eucharistic Adoration

◦ increased fellowship and relating to fellow parishioners

◦ Join a faith group

◦ Join one of the groups

◦ Keep up my commitment to daily personal prayer and scripture reading (connect with 
God), and apply this to my everyday life (live it out)

◦ know more

◦ lead a good life and respect others

◦ Learn more about my Catholic Faith. For example, would like to watch more of the 
different Bishop Robert Barron series.

◦ Let go of some of the man made laws of the church that I don't agree with & 
concentrate on what God wants me to do in my daily life.

◦ let go of the world & commit to God

◦ Listen for Jesus in my thoughts and meditation

◦ Live a more integrated life - be more constant and consistent in living the faith 
regardless of where I am or who I am with.

◦ Live more for God
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◦ Make confession a frequent practice and not to be scared of confession

◦ Make it a higher priority to receive the Sacraments and to make more time to pray-- 
put prayer and God above all else and get rid of distractions like TV shows, Facebook, 
etc.

◦ make my work a prayer

◦ Meditate on the gospel more.

◦ More Bible

◦ More consistent reconciliatiom

◦ More consistent spiritual reading and reflection.

◦ more prayer and meditation / / gratitude

◦ More Quiet Time

◦ More self-discipline and service

◦ No comment

◦ None

◦ Not sure (3 instances)

◦ One thing I would like to do to enhance my spiritual life is to not be so busy with other 
things in life. With 3 children and all of thier activities like school, scouts, etc, it is 
difficult to find time.

◦ Participate in a small group of men.

◦ Participate in Devotion and Eucharistic Adoration

◦ Participate in parish activities

◦ Possibly work at a Catholic institution

◦ Practice virtues

◦ Pray & Forgive

◦ Pray and read scriptures, listen to gospels

◦ pray longer

◦ Pray more frequently

◦ Pray more often and reflect

◦ Pray more often (3 instances)

◦ Pray more, Eucharistic Adoration

◦ pray more, read the Bible

◦ Pray more (11 instances)

◦ Pray often

◦ prayer and read the Bible
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◦ prayer, read more religious writing and saints' lives

◦ Prayer/Bible Reading, go out and be the people

◦ Prayerfully and intentionally putting myself in situations where I'm uncomfortable so I 
can rely on the Lord's grace and grow in my faith, e.g., street evangelization.

◦ Quote biblical scripture to others.

◦ Read and study the bible.

◦ read Bible

◦ Read more spiritual writings and do more charitable works. /

◦ Read Scripture more consistently

◦ Read scripture

◦ Read the bible more

◦ Read the Bible

◦ Read the CCC to help better understand scripture.

◦ Recite the Sacraments often

◦ Return teaching or some other ministry

◦ Rise early regularly to pray

◦ Say the rosary more often (2 instances)

◦ Seek more support from a fellow Catholic or a Spiritual Director.

◦ Services to church

◦ Share with others in a small group setting.

◦ Spend even more time reading the Bible, and spending more time sharing my faith 
with others.

◦ Spiritual direction, more adoration family rosary (my family) - pray rosary more

◦ Spiritual direction

◦ Take more consistent and longer time to be quiet before the Lord..anywhere, best in 
Church or chapel, and Listen..Sometimes very hard in a world there there is so much 
going on..Creeping fears and concerns about the future & realizing how soft we are in 
an affluent country like ours steals the peace God can give.

◦ Take the time to pray more and read religious articles.

◦ Think of everyone I meet as Christ.

◦ Time to pray more.

◦ To enhance my spiritual life I could take more time reading and studying the Bible. I 
know that God loves me and that Jesus is my Redeemer and that I am blessed. But I 
also believe that I can't get to know Him enough and I try to reflect on the Bible 
teachings.
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◦ Trust God completely.

◦ try being closer to god

◦ Try to be a better husband, father, and grandfather

◦ Virtue of Religion

◦ Volunteer more often to help disadvantaged

Q25: What is the one thing the parish could do to help you enhance your 
spiritual life?

◦ ?

◦ Already done

◦ Be inclusive of everyone in spite of marital situations. I do not feel welcome to fully 
participate in the Church.

◦ Be more welcoming to all

◦ Be more welcoming, although I believe that Fr. is doing a great job in this area. More 
can always be done, but it is difficult to undo what the previous Pastor has done. Many 
people left and continue to use this as an excuse to stay away. The Archdiocese 
needs to do a better job of pairing the few available resources to the right Parish.

◦ Be vibrant!

◦ Become more individual

◦ Being able to see, walk, hear better

◦ Better masses/events

◦ Better music to help enter into prayer. Right now most of it is distracting be it is not well 
done. We recently have new music ministers at the 9:00 Mass which has been 
amazing. There has been a big, noticeable difference in my ability to enter into prayer 
because the music has helped draw me in.

◦ Better sound system

◦ Build/foster Christian relationships

◦ Change mass times

◦ Charismatic prayer meetings, Christian fellowship, Worship music

◦ continue doing what they are doing

◦ Continue to offer the sacraments, especially confession

◦ Continue to show a greater respect for the holy sacrafice of the mass, greater respect 
for the way communion is received, knowing it is Jesus!

◦ Continue to support small faith-sharing groups.

◦ continue with adult teaching
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◦ Continue with existing opportunities for growth and service. Worship/Liturgical music 
should include more contemporary selections. There are too many songs from the 
17th, 18th and 19th centuries.

◦ Continuing to exist, and continuing to delve into acquiring an ever increasing number 
of racially, and socially diverse parishioners.

◦ Create opportunities for me to evangelize by hosting "seeker friendly" events I can 
invite people to, e.g., Discovering Christ, parish dinners, etc.

◦ Do not know

◦ don't know (2 instances)

◦ dynamic worship

◦ Emphasize spiritual direction

◦ Emphasize what the Church teaches and not be afraid to proclaim it.

◦ Eucharistic Adoration more frequently.

◦ Evening mass

◦ Find a kind way to help those whose singing detracts from the Mass serve the parish 
in another capacity. I'm going to come to Mass every Sunday no matter how good or 
bad the cantor or choir is. But most people will not. They will find a place where the 
music does not detract from the liturgy.

◦ Find a way to use those who can no longer sing participate in another way than 
cantoring or singing in the choir... I cringe at Christmas and Easter if the cantor / choir 
is painful to listen to... I'll come back, but I don't think those who are looking for a 
church home will.... Singing should give glory to God, it should never detract from the 
Mass or be an occasion of sin (people finding themselves getting angry or irritated by 
the discordant sound of a weak singer)...

◦ focus

◦ Gospel preaching

◦ Have a bible study group

◦ Have a praise and worship mass, better homilies

◦ Have child care offered at events or have occational events with young families in 
mind. As well as more dynamic, down to earth or relatable preaching.

◦ have events, discussions, meetings for singles to discuss our issues as single 
catholics in life

◦ Have more prayer groups for working people. I tried to join a study group but was told 
they do not offer class on the day I could go.

◦ Have respect for the mass and Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament
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◦ Help bring about a change in the culture which often seems "cold and formal" and not 
"warm and personable." Most everything including the welcome, homily, and 
announcements are read from a script. Imagine if the person you loved only spoke to 
you from a script and never spoke extemporaneoulsy or from the heart. I think this is 
why so many people love Pope Francis, especially when he speaks from the heart. 
This is not just for priests but all liturgical ministers.

◦ Help me learn and encourage me to confess., pray for me.

◦ Help me to get a better relationship with God

◦ Homilies that give specific ideas to grow in faith.

◦ I believe the parish does above and beyond in providing opportunities to improve ones 
spiritual life.

◦ I can"t think of any way that the parish isn"t already at work in this area

◦ I don't know (4 instances)

◦ I feel like my parish provides many opportunities.

◦ I need to learn more about scripture

◦ I think my parish offers great opportunities for spiritual enrichment and fellowship - the 
onus is really on me to respond wholeheartedly to God's calling through my parish 
community.

◦ I think our parish offers everything I need to grow in my faith.

◦ I think they are doing all they can to help us

◦ I think they do plenty but I don't always participate. I don't know why.

◦ If only there were more priests to visit homes

◦ Improve music.

◦ Improve the music ministry

◦ Increase time available for confession

◦ Invite me (I hardly say no)

◦ It already offers all I think I need.

◦ It's there, I just have to take advantage of them.

◦ Keep doing what they are doing and continue to demonstrate self sacrifice and 
prayerfulness we all need. It is joy to know our fellow parishioners and be 'human' with 
them. We could all not be afraid to really be Holy Spirit inspired Loving and Holy.

◦ Keep hands clean and pray the Lord's pray after Euhcrust

◦ Keep offering family spiritual events

◦ Keep preaching good sermons

◦ Keep the quiet mass on Sunday mornings. I prefer the emphasis of the mass on the 
written and spoken word, music in the mass takes something away from me, it seems 
overly produced and it becomes less reverent.
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◦ List in the weekly bulletin books and articles that we could read.

◦ Make opportunities of giving to the needy easily accessible.

◦ Maybe provide study guides for those who want to know the Bible. When I attended 
prayer meetings, I attended another parish because they were not held at my parish. 
However, even though I have attended my parish many years, sometimes I don't get 
the spiritual sensation I get when I attend other Catholic churches. There is too much 
conversation within the church after mass and it really makes it hard for private prayer. 
Even though this has been addressed, people still gather in small groups after mass.

◦ meaningful homilies

◦ More Devotion time

◦ More opportunities for adoration.

◦ more opportunities to socialize with folks who attend other mass times

◦ More options for daily Mass. I am a working father and I have found it increasingly 
difficult to attend Daily Mass. Yet, this, as the Church teaches, is the source and 
summit of our existence. We will not be able to evangelize if we are not transformed 
ourselves, and frequency of availing ourselves to the sacraments is the most surest 
path to sanctity. I wish our parishes would collaborate and offer early morning Masses. 
So, many parishes in close proximity have overlapping daily Mass times and 
confession times. With today's transportation, many of us are willing to travel to attend 
the sacraments.

◦ more outreach/voluntary work

◦ More quiet time during Mass

◦ More spiritual liturgy, more Latin.

◦ More traditional forms of worship more often

◦ Music ministry

◦ My parish deos so much already. I need to work harder myself.

◦ N/A

◦ NA

◦ No comment

◦ Not sure. There are plenty of good opportunites, but my long-distance work often 
makes it hard to commit or attend non-Sunday Mass events.

◦ Not sure. I am discouraged because family around me are not practicing catholics as 
they once did.

◦ Not sure

◦ Nothing

◦ Occasional mass in evening during work week, Bible studies, adult formation

◦ offer down to earth spiritual activities /
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◦ Offer devotions and Eucharistic adoration

◦ Offer more opportunities for families (especially those with small children) to do things 
together (service projects, prayer, etc.).

◦ Offer more opportunities for group/family prayer such as the family rosary event

◦ Offer more opportunities for whole families to come together to pray or serve others.

◦ Offer more varied confession times

◦ Offer opportunities for prayer

◦ On going small faith-sharing groups

◦ Our parish is outstanding in its efforts to reach out to us and help us to get closer to 
God. I think our lack of priests is a basic problem- I also think it would be good for the 
ongregation to say a short prayer after every church service- asking that our Lord 
come personally to each one of us that day, and break through our defenses.

◦ Our preaching is amazing. I think the small group faith sharing they are beginning is 
the best way they could help us to extend and grow in our faith and I'm so glad they're 
starting those. I think organizing trips/events that we can just come to in order to 
SERVE the poor and others would be really amazing. I think many of us have the 
desire to serve the poor but just not the time to coordinate it with ministries already in 
place. More people would be able to serve the community I think if maybe it was 
organized for us- time slots made available to just sign up for? Just a thought.

◦ parish not deficient

◦ People need to be more welcoming.

◦ Pray for me.

◦ Pray for me; dedicate rosary to intentions related to conversion and greater holiness

◦ Pray more

◦ Present a more welcoming atmosphere to visitors and younger people.

◦ Present sermons in terms of today's issues, life styles, world problems or daily 
struggles

◦ Provide a church shuttle or (van)

◦ Provide a richer Mass experience such as a Latin Novus Ordo or more access to the 
Extraordinary Form.

◦ provide childcare for adoration

◦ Provide instruction

◦ Provide more quality and less quantity. Some of us suffer physically through 5 or 6 
verses of hymns.

◦ Provide more small group opportunities

◦ Provide opportunity for university level study in catholicism: scripture, philosophy and 
theology.
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◦ Require professional development for priests to improve the quality of public speaking 
and homily content.

◦ Scripture study or such

◦ Scripture study

◦ Sermons that don't repeat the readings but are to the point and reflect how they can 
impact our life today. They should not be required to have a minimum amount of 
minutes as clergy tends to just drone on. That is why daily Mass is so much better than 
Sunday Mass. You get a thought for the day that is to the point and which you can 
reflect on through out the day. Priests should be required to get on refresher on 
speaking skills just like folks in the work force that are required to update their skills.

◦ Sermons that relate to everyday life

◦ Small group faith sharing, bible study, or Cathechesis

◦ Sorry - can't thin of anything

◦ Speak more - specifically about why Catholics believe what they believe - what is 
purgatory, who are angels, what are the signs of the end times, how is Mohammed 
different than Jesus, what are the sim/diff between Muslim and Christian faith, preach 
how we can evangelize in practical, concrete ways that include more than prayer and 
going to mass.

◦ Speak more about relevant issues, be more accepting of people with alternative 
lifestyles, speak more about Jesus' teachings and less about money.

◦ spiritual direction

◦ stand more solidly on founding principles. catholicism under this pope is beginning to 
resemble unitarianism!

◦ Start Alliance of The Two Hearts Home Enthronements

◦ Support family life through social and faith formation initiatives

◦ Take up different meetings

◦ Teach me how to confess

◦ Teach to faith clearly with conviction

◦ The parish is doing quite enough to support my spiritual life. Honestly, it is my job and 
other demands on my time that interfere (or I let interfere) with furthering my spiritual 
life. My parish has plenty of options for me.

◦ The Parish is great!

◦ The parish offers many opportunities its me that needs to decide.

◦ The parish to be very welcoming and supportive to the presence of catholic lay 
organization and ethnic catholic practices.

◦ they do well

◦ Try to keep us standing less and sing more Latin hymns
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◦ Turn the focus of so many homilies - this is what is horrible with the world and society 
or away from the very dry and impersonal discussions of mission statements. It feels 
like there has been for a long time, an overwhelming number of homilies that either are 
- making people feel bad for not being more involved without acknowledging for some 
people in Church they may be dealing with crisis or circumstances in which they can't, 
or talking about how the parish or archdiocese is needing more money for a campaign, 
etc. I certainly want the parish to thrive as well as the Archdiocese, and want more 
involvement from parishoners, but I feel the tone is a bit pressuring instead of 
motivating, and it makes me wonder if people coming to Mass on the fence about 
being Catholic or even Christian will feel inclined to come back. I personally feel like so 
many peoples spiritual lives are starving and the homiliies should be overwhelming 
numbered on the side of telling people how much God loves them, relating the story of 
teh Gospel, connecting personally. For me personally, I have a solid spiritual life, so 
maybe this isn't answering the question as directly - but for me to enhance my spiritual 
life and those in my demographic (young mom with a bunch of little ones), supporting 
families with small children and having some kind of space to do so would be amazing.

Q26: Do you have any specific suggestions for ways to improve or broaden 
the appeal of adult faith formation opportunities in this parish?

◦ - Personal invitations; train adults that spiritually walk with other adults - one-on-one 
and in small groups (close groups). --Lentin Dinna small groups

◦ "Prayer & praise" events or a cofeehouse ministry with good contemporary Christian 
music & fellowship

◦ 1) Prayer 2) One on one

◦ 1. Use the approach of Opus Dei with Friday evening Dinner, Reflection, and 
Presentation on a Spiritual topic in contemporary experience. 2. Monthly Festival of 
Praise with a Charismatic Enthusiasm. 3. Formal university level faith topics in a 
"seminar" type fashion or formal presentation.

◦ An occasional "instructional" mass. Get back to more "on the box" Catholic 
teaching/practices

◦ Be welcoming and supportive to catholic lay organization.

◦ Child friendly or child care provider

◦ concentrate prayer & sacrifice for that intention

◦ Connect to youth/young adults better

◦ Develop the music ministry

◦ Devotion and reverence for the sacraments.

◦ enbracing deaf individuals, deaf ministry

◦ Explain the Mass instead of meaningless homilies
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◦ For all Parishes that have grass areas, start following Pope Francis' latest example 
and have a Garden of Eden plot at each parish; have parish members sign up to be 
part of the garden ministry and they would be able to take some of the food for 
themselves but also give some to the needy in our local communities as a great 
evangelization tool. Maybe even hand it out by going door to door

◦ Grow food together and share it with the community around our parish.

◦ Guest speakers, Bible studies, spiritual reading book clubs. Could they be accessible 
over internet to accommodate families with small children?

◦ Have a Bible school

◦ Have active young adult small groups

◦ have childcare provided

◦ Have them at different times to accomodate different schedules and provide childcare.

◦ Hos a meeting at parish level for thoese who know fallen Catholics to better know why 
people leave the church in specific situations. Then, thinking locally in the parish, 
begin to discuss how to reach out to theose who left the church

◦ I can just tell you, how it works for me. I have learned to see God in all things around 
me. My joys my burdens, what people say or what they can't say. It has deepened my 
love for God, and my understanding for people

◦ I feel like many people might not yet be in a place to do something outside of Mass yet 
- so a taking advantage of people while they are in Mass and doing a series of 
homilies focused on this, would be great I think and maybe boost some into wanting to 
step out and take advantage of some of the things the Parish already offers.

◦ I think beginning small group is a good start

◦ I think if we offered child care of some sort, it would end up including more adults. I 
know that my husband and I can rarely do minsitries together, we have to swap off 
from watching the kids and helping at church.

◦ I think St. Agnes does more than enough - making time is problem

◦ I've been to some adult faith formation talks in the parrish. Perhaps have an evening to 
discuss more strengthening ways to strengthen our faith in bad times.

◦ keep the schools open and affordable

◦ Limit Sunday masses to 3 and allow time for adult formation and confession

◦ Link catechesis with socializing.

◦ listen to where people are at befor building programs

◦ Make it so it doesn't feel like the the same thing every mass

◦ modernized ads in secular papers- something catchy. Free dinner and door prize for 
all nonmembers who aattend a certain function, etc. We need what they call a 
"gimmick"

◦ more options for adults who work and have families
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◦ Most people are working today

◦ Movie Nights

◦ Offer childcare during adult formation opportunities.

◦ Offer the Christlife series in the context of small groups

◦ One idea is to offer faith formation in area that relate to everyday life like parenting, or 
finances also providing child care and iffering events at family friendly times would help 
as well.

◦ Perhaps make it mandatory for parents in the school and in Religious Ed.

◦ Persevere in the encouragement to parishioners to be part of small faith-sharing 
groups. Make them a continued focus for teaching from the pulpit and prayer of the 
faithful.

◦ Pick time when one wouldn't go to Mass - maybe between masses

◦ Pray; use local media, social media, distribute literature on saints' lives

◦ Priests welcoming the new faces

◦ Really like that it is offered to during religious ed, but wish they offered childcare - with 
faith-based and actitivies for children

◦ Revamp the non stop appeal for money. Those who are only nominally interested in 
their faith are often repelled by our many appeals. We should have one collection and 
let the pastor and parish council divide up what we receive to pay the bills, give to the 
poor, improve the facilities, etc. The non stop fund raising in annoying.

◦ spiritual direction and adult education

◦ Stop talking incessantly about fund raising

◦ Substitute lectures by Catholic scholars for groups of well intentioned but uninformed 
lay people.

◦ Talk more about everyday problems in our time

◦ Teach the truth of our holy Catholic faith, blow the dust off the Catechism and start 
teaching it all our high schools. Introduce catholic Catechism in our grade schools 
such as the Balt St. Joseph Catechism. We have not taught the faith since the mid 
60's. Start teaching adults the faith they were never taught. 50 minutes of using poor 
doctrine has destroy the faith. get rid of the family Life series now

◦ Teach them when they are children. The children of today don't know their faith... even 
if they go to Catholic school.

◦ The personal invitation of another is one of the best ways to invite someone in for the 
first time.

◦ The priest could remind people to congregate outside of the church after mass.

◦ The school needs to be saved. So many kids could use the old fashion Catholic 
educaiton but with no nuns, no priests, and no money, no bulfare Catholics espcially 
from this parish
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◦ There needs to be good child/youth programs, appeal to adults by insightful and 
dynamic homilies

◦ Times when the church is open

◦ Try to make it look more modern so the new generation of adults can enjoy, relate, and 
understand

◦ We have a great adult faith formation class available every Sunday - why people don't 
take advantage of it I do not know.

Q27: There are many reasons why people may not attend church everyweek. 
Other than the occasional illness or vacation, please seelct from the list below 
the most common reason(s) why you or people you know might not attend 
church at this parish on any given weekend.

◦ boring, homilies not engaging, worship old fashioned

◦ Does not engage in evangelization or seem outward focused.

◦ Don't know; dwindling Catholic population in church Parrish area.

◦ Don't know

◦ I am 78 years and missed mass only 7 or 8 times in my life

◦ It's not the parish, it's the deafening silence to my prayers and to those who are 
praying for me.

◦ I've heard people say, "People don't really sin," or people believe they aren't allowed to 
be Catholic b/c they are gay or divorced

◦ Lack of personal conversion to Christ.

◦ Laziness

◦ Lazy

◦ my father- social anxiety

◦ Need evening mass on Sunday

◦ No personal faith/connection

◦ Not a priority, laziness

◦ Not bothering to give communion to disabled parishioners

◦ physical/emotional stress

◦ Priest is not welcoming to people of different ethnicity.

◦ see previous answer about the non stop appeal for money. Also, lack of understanding 
about divorce and annulment.

◦ The ones above are reasons most frequently given by families in our school.
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◦ The parish is VERY accomadating to familes with children, sometime to the detriment 
of older parishioners. (i.e. the noise factor at Sunday Mass)

◦ They never learned the faith

◦ Too lazy and using excuses

◦ too busy with other family obligations, maxed out

Q35: In which of the following areas could the parish give you the most 
support, either now or in the future?

◦ all are important

◦ I think this entire nation needs to revamp its prisoner policy to offer growth to those 
who have made a mistake but want to become productive citizens

◦ My wife was sent to prison. SHe asked me to come and at least try prayer.

◦ none

◦ Opportunities to Evangelize.

◦ Personal holiness

◦ Post-annulment social living support for the celibate practicing

◦ prolife outreach

◦ special needs child/teen/adult activities

◦ support for spirituality in the workplace

Q37: How would you characterize your experience in contributing your time 
and talent to the parish?

◦ been in the parish for almost 50 years have given man of the years to different parts of 
the church

◦ Due to my age 86

◦ Every one can attend mass, adoration, and the Holy Spirit will move us- "It is no longer 
I who lives but Christ who lives in me"

◦ I am 87 years old & too old now

◦ I am 90 years old & no longer able to contribute any more

◦ I contribute by my presence as a consecrated person, a sister to all

◦ I contribute only a small amount of time and talent currently

◦ I contribute some money

◦ I contribute somewhat, but would like to do more when time allows

◦ I did when children were home until they moved on their own for many years
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◦ I do the best I can

◦ I have done this in the past, but illness and family obligations prevent my active 
participation.

◦ I have tried to contribute at times but the effort has not always been accepted

◦ I help at Christmas and Easter

◦ I sometimes contribute my time and talent.

◦ Just introverted

◦ Not able due to health reasons

◦ Raising young children

◦ Recovering from knee surgery- will resume volunteering as soon as possible

◦ regularly contribute a small amount of time & talent but should do more

◦ to old now

◦ Too old now, but did contribute for years

◦ Too old these days

◦ Was more active when younger

◦ Work & family illness consume my time

◦ Worked with the Discovering Christ program cant at this time

◦ would like to contribute more, but am a care giver and time does not always allow

◦ Would like to contribute, but am unable to because of age (90) and some disabilites

Q43: There are many reasons why some parishes might choose or need to 
work collaboratively with other parishes. Based on your experience, in which 
of the followin g areas would it make the most sense to work collaboratively 
with another parish - to achieve a better experience, higher participation, or 
cost savings?

◦ Adult education

◦ all areas

◦ Consolidation

◦ financial need

◦ Financial reasons

◦ Prayer and devotion

◦ RCIA

Page 25 of 29

Written Responses to the Be Missionary Disciples Survey (2015)

2105 - St. Agnes



Q44: Do you have any suggestions for other parishes that this parish ought 
to consider collaborating with?

◦ A regular evening confession.

◦ Activities to promote fellowships and welcoming relationship of parishioners

◦ Already does - St. William of Yoke

◦ already merged with a struggling city parish. two weak parishes though are not being 
made stronger by the alliance. baltimore city's catastrophic political & criminal 
landscape is chasing ALL catholics out

◦ Collaboration already occurs with St. William of York

◦ Continue to work more closely with St. Will's.

◦ Currently collaborating with St. William of York

◦ Daily Mass times as addressed earlier.

◦ Do not know

◦ Don't think it does work

◦ Glad we're already working with St. William of York. Maybe St. Gabriel's or Our Lad 
yof Victory? I doubt St. Mark is interested in such collaboration, even though it makes 
sense, geographically.

◦ Go greener. Follow Pope Francis encyclical and cut costs by stop spraying the grass w
/ chemicals that kill "weeds" and make it look greener. It is killing the diversity of plant 
and soil life and is not taking care of the Earth as God called us to. Instead, have 
garden ministries that grow food using the "Back to Eden" method and share the food 
w/ the poor. Parishes w/o grass can come to parishes w/ a grass plot.

◦ I think OLPH is a spiritually healthy and growing parish that might have pointers for us

◦ Must have holy and faithful celebration of the Mass.

◦ My former parish <--> New All Saints (Baltimore City), New All Saints NEEDS 
spiritual/Catholic spirituality

◦ N/A

◦ No. We already collaborate with St. William of York and it works well.

◦ No.

◦ no (16 instances)

◦ none (2 instances)

◦ Not at this time.

◦ Not at this time

◦ not now

◦ Not right now
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◦ Observed mass attendance is poor and getting worse. Close St William and add 
parishioners to St Agnes. Pastor wants increase in weekly collection. The elephant in 
the room is that less participating parishioners, hence less contributions. I am retired 
and give accordingly. Considering another parish is very painful but is something I am 
considering. Many others have saddly already made the move! I love St. Agnes and 
hate to see the parish in such a down turn. I am disappointed in several family 
members who have left the church for many reasons and wish I could influence them 
to return. Best I have done is to set an example and stay faithful.

◦ Offer an opportunity for music ministries to sing together

◦ OLPH, St. Mark's, Resurrection, St. Paul's

◦ OLPH (3 instances)

◦ Our Lady of Perpetual Help

◦ Parish currently is collaborating with cluster parishes

◦ Perhaps St. Mark & OLPH for the above

◦ Save the Catholic education for all practicing families from 1-12. Save the Catholic 
teenagers - even the bad ones!

◦ Smile more

◦ Some of the interdenominational churches seem to attract huge audiences, many of 
whom are young. They are vibrant and exciting. Although a total turn around for our 
church, I think visiting these services would be an excellent idea, to see if we could 
benefit from some of their formats. We need to do something different. We need to 
wake ourselves up to the joys of Christ and His church.

◦ St Bernadines, St Joseph Monastery, St Mark

◦ St Marks because of location

◦ St. Agnes and St. William of York are joint parishes.

◦ St. Agnes could improve the microphone system. It is hard to hear many times

◦ St. Agnes is already linked to St. William of York / Parish - Same pastor

◦ St. Bernadines

◦ St. Mark, St. William, Our Lady of Victory

◦ St. Mark/Our Lady of Victory

◦ St. Mark

◦ St. Mark's (Really wanted to pair with O.L.P.H. but its too far away)

◦ St. Mark's

◦ St. William of York (already linked), St. Mark, Our Lady of Victory.

◦ St. William of York... We are already linked; should continue to eliminate redundant 
functions/ pool resources... I'm afraid of collaborating with St. Mark's because we 
chose St. Agnes for it's orthodoxy and commitment to the true Faith.
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◦ St. William of York

◦ St. Will's ~ maybe cohost larger conferences w/ OLPIT, St. Will's, etc.

◦ This parish already is "linked to" St. William of York but I think there is an opportunity 
to collaborate with St. Mark parish. I attend St. Mark when the particular service is 
convenient for myself. Each parish has a great campus as well as facilities to 
accommodate every one of the program s performed at St. Agnes.

◦ This Parish is doing a great job as a linked Parish with St. William of York

◦ Use of the gym

◦ We already are one bigger parish w St. William of York. Since we are so close, it 
makes sense. St. Mark's is a good distance away. I think we are having a slow, but 
steady growing process with St. William of York and I think we should complete this 
merger before trying other parishes.

◦ We already collaborate with another Parish with many issues.

◦ We already collaborate with St. William of York but I suppose St. Mark might be a 
logical addition.

◦ we already do.

◦ We are already c-parish with St. Williams' Parish

◦ We are already part of St. Williams

◦ We are working with St. William of York now.

◦ We have bonded with St. William of York and aid to Immaculate Conception in Balto. 
City

◦ We should stay our own parish, St. Agnes.

◦ Your question were comprehensive. Nothing further at this point

Youth Survey Q9: Which of the following faith-based activities do you 
participate in?

◦ Religious emblem program through Boy Scouts

Youth Survey Q11: How do you express your faith to the world?

◦ I am a peer minister to the middle school youth group at my parish

Youth Survey Q12: What is the one thing you personally could do to follow 
Jesus more?

◦ be more open about my faith in public
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◦ I could try to see Jesus in all people and have more patience with others. I could also 
take more time to pray.

◦ not talk rudely about people as much, not look at bad internet stuff

◦ Work on personal prayer more

Youth Survey Q13: What is the one thing your parish could do to help you 
follow Jesus more?

◦ Have the all girls youth group meet more often

◦ Make mass more exciting. Sometimes I lose interest and I feel like if the mass was 
more lively it would be easier to stay focused on God.

◦ not applicable

Youth Survey Q18: What types of issues are you dealing with at school, with 
your friends or family, or with your faith that people in the parish might be 
able to help you with?

◦ I'm not really dealing with any issues at the moment.

◦ not applicable

◦ two-faced friends, trying to help friends who are dealing with mental health and 
self-esteem issues
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