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Dear Parents of future Confirmandi,  

 I hope this letter finds you healthy in the midst of these times, and that the summer has 

given you time to recuperate! As we begin this joyful season of forming your sons and 

daughters to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, I want to announce a shift in our 

Confirmation program that has been discerned over the course of the past year: we have 

decided to move the celebration of the Rite of Confirmation from May of eighth grade to 

October of ninth grade, beginning with Confirmation 2021. We are excited about this change 

and believe it will deeply benefit the spiritual growth of our parish’s young people.  

This change was made for a number of reasons, primarily: 

❖ Honoring the commitments and stress of families during the month of May. Moving 

Confirmation allows for families to have more breathing room (amidst graduations, 

First Communions, and other end of year activities) as well as shining a greater 

spotlight on the sacrament itself. 

❖ Responding to the Archdiocese’s call to move Confirmations into high school. This will 

help give young people a greater opportunity to grow in maturity and understanding 

as they make this step of entering more fully into the life of God and the Church. 

❖ Valuing the traditions of our parish family by keeping the preparation and celebration  

of the sacrament within the same calendar year.  

 Additionally, the challenges leveled by the COVID-19 pandemic make this the ideal time 

to implement this plan. With Confirmation in October, preparation will begin each year in 

November, which this year allows us to begin on schedule while still having a delay in order to 

care for the physical and emotional wellbeing of our Confirmandi. Also, this plan hopefully will 

allow the candidates to hopefully keep key experiences like the pilgrimage and Retreat, which 

are planned for the Spring and Fall of 2021, respectively.  

 Moving from the month of Mary to the month of the Rosary keeps our young people 

close beneath the mantle of our Mother, the spouse of the Holy Spirit, who I pray will intercede 

for our parish family and our young people. This decision was carefully discerned by both our 

parish family and Our Lady of Victory, with whom we have been celebrating the Rite of 

Confirmation since 2017. I trust that God’s Providence is using this time and change to draw 

His children closer to Himself.  

 I can’t wait to begin this journey with your young people and to see how the Holy Spirit 

will move in their hearts and lives this year. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions you may 

have. I look forward to serving your families as we prepare for this wonderful sacrament! 

 

In Christ, 

Branan Durbin 

Coordinator of Middle School and High School Discipleship 


