
PRAYERS FOR THE RESPECT LIFE HOLY HOUR 
June 1, 2021 

4:45 - 5:45 PM 

 
OPENING PRAYER: 

ALL:   
My Lord and my God, I firmly believe that You see me; that You hear me. 
I adore You. 
I beg pardon for my sins. 
I beg for Your grace during this time of prayer. 
Mary, my mother, Saint Joseph, my father, and my Guardian Angel 
Pray for me. 

 
REFLECTION: 
 
LEADER: Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this?  In His 
hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind. — Job 12:9-10 

Reflection: Job was a man acquainted with grief, trials and tribulation. He had everything taken 
from him, including his family. He endured sickness, ridicule and judgment from his friends. 

Everyone gave him advice about his situation, questioning his spirituality and his God. Job’s 
circumstances were bad but he never loses faith. Why? Because “the hand of the Lord has made 
all life.” Created by God, he knows his life has meaning and purpose, regardless of the 
circumstances. In our present culture, we’ve lost that basic truth; every life is made and allowed 
to live by God’s sovereign authority. As people who pride ourselves on our independence, we 
have a hard time acknowledging our dependence on God. From our creation, when we were knit 
together in our mother’s womb to our last breath, God’s word is clear that “in His hand is the life 
of every creature and the breath of all mankind.” It’s time for us as individuals, and as a society, 
to recognize that we exist by God’s grace and turn back to Him, honoring His word and His 
teachings. Why? Because our world is full of Jobs, people who are dealing with trials and 
tribulations and hurting desperately. 

Job’s response should be ours as well. Regardless of what we face (even an unplanned 
pregnancy) God in His wisdom and mercy will redeem it. How do I know? Job’s friends who 
doubted God’s sovereignty cry out to God asking for help, God instructs Job to pray for his 
friends and after he does, God restores all that Job had lost. In other words, because Job never 
lost faith and knew and trusted His Creator, the Lord blessed Job.  
 
ALL: Thank you Father God for being the Creator of my life and every life. Please give me, and 
the society in which I live, an appreciation for your gift of life. Please help us set aside our pride 
and acknowledge that we need you. Show me how I can honor you today in response to all the 
blessings you bestow freely. In the name of Jesus…. Amen. 

        Credit: Georgette Forney 
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NOTES: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ANGELUS 
 
LEADER: The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary: 
  
ALL: And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. 

LEADER: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women and 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
 
ALL: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of 
our death. Amen. 

LEADER: Behold the handmaid of the Lord:  

ALL: Be it done unto me according to Thy word. 
 
LEADER: Hail Mary... 
 
ALL: Holy Mary… 

LEADER:  And the Word was made Flesh: 
 
ALL:  And dwelt among us. 

LEADER:  Hail Mary... 
 
ALL: Holy Mary… 
 
LEADER:  Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 
 
ALL:  That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.  
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LEADER: Let us pray: 
 
ALL: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts; that we, to whom the 
incarnation of Christ, Thy Son, was made known by the message of an angel, may by His 
Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection, through the same Christ Our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
 
PERIOD OF REFLECTION AND PRIVATE PRAYER:  

PRAYER INTENTION: Over the past few months we have asked for prayers for Marcy Gollery. 
We thank you for your prayers. Marcy passed away on May 24.  Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of dear Marcy and for her husband Fritz, who, along with two Little Sisters of the Poor, was 
by her side when she passed.  In the December 2018, St. Agnes - St. William of York Respect 
Life Newsletter, the lead article was an account of the history of our Holy Hour researched and 
written by Marcy and Fritz.  The article can be found on pages 7 and 8 of this program.  Their 
impact on our respect life ministry has been profound.  

 
PRAYER FOR LIFE BEFORE THE PRO-LIFE ROSARY: 
 
ALL:  Father, all life is in Your care. You have entrusted us to one another, that we may show 
our brothers and sisters the same love You have for us.  
 
We pray, then, for an increased respect for human life and for the dignity of the human person 
in our country and our world. 
 
We pray in particular for the most vulnerable among us, the children in the womb. Protect them. 
Give new hope to their parents that they will accept and embrace the gift of their child. 
 
We pray for the conversion of those who do not respect human life from conception to natural 
death, particularly those who work at the Hillcrest facility here in our neighborhood. Help those 
men and women harmed by abortion to find reconciliation and peace. 
 
We pray also for the sick, the handicapped and the elderly. May they know Your grace in their 
difficulties.  
 
Inspire many more to speak up in defense of life, and give us peace and joy in serving as Your 
disciples. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen 
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PRO-LIFE ROSARY INTENTIONS: 
 
LEADER:  The Agony in the Garden:  Lord Jesus, as we meditate on your bitter agony in 
Gethsemane, we pray for those who are misled, confused, threatened, or afraid to say, 'yes' to 
human life from conception to natural death. Please lift us out of the darkness of confusion and 
fear, O Lord, and fill us with your strength and grace.  
 
LEADER:  The Scourging at the Pillar:  Lord Jesus, as we meditate on your painful scourging, 
we pray for those who have been scourged by the devaluation of human life, especially here in 
Baltimore and throughout our country. Convert our culture of drugs and death to a culture of 
life, and grant us the grace to acknowledge the dignity of all life and to conform ourselves to 
Your Holy Will.  
 
LEADER:  The Crowning with Thorns:  Lord Jesus, as we meditate on your humiliating 
coronation with thorns, we bring to you our lost and hurting human family, especially those who 
are involved with abortion. Let us pray for a conversion of heart for the doctors, nurses and all 
those persons of the medical, social and media professions who bring about death rather than 
life.  
 
LEADER:  The Carrying of the Cross:  Lord Jesus, as we meditate on your excruciating climb 
to Calvary, we pray that parents facing an unexpected pregnancy will lovingly accept the 
precious life God has entrusted to them and that women in crisis pregnancies suffering 
abandonment or neglect, will be aided by compassionate individuals who come forward to offer 
them comfort and aid.  
 
LEADER:  The Crucifixion:  Lord Jesus, as we meditate on your suffering and death on the 
cross and the good thief you so readily pardoned, we pray for all who commit acts of violence 
and sins against life and who are consequently dreadfully damaged in body and in spirit. Please 
fill them--and all of us--anew O Lord, with the grace of conversion, so that we may know your 
Love and Mercy so as to restore and heal us.  
 
 
PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL:  
 
ALL:  St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil.  May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 
Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about 
the world seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen 
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CLOSING PRAYER FOR OUR NATION: 
 
ALL:  God our Father, Giver of life, we entrust the United States of America to Your loving care. 
You are the rock on which this nation was founded. You alone are the true source of our 
cherished rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Reclaim this land for Your glory and 
dwell among Your people.   
 
Send Your Spirit to touch the hearts of our nation’s leaders. Open their minds to the great worth 
of human life and the responsibilities that accompany human freedom. Remind Your people that 
true happiness is rooted in seeking and doing Your will. 
 
Through the intercession of Mary Immaculate, Patroness of our land, grant us the courage to 
reject the "culture of death." Lead us into a new millennium of life. We ask this through Christ 
Our Lord.  Amen 

 

 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION PRAYERS: 

 
TANTUM ERGO (BENEDICTION HYMN): 

Tantum ergo Sacramentum   Down in adoration falling, 
Veneremur cernui:     This great Sacrament we hail, 
Et antiquum documentum    Over ancient forms of worship 
Novo cedat ritui:     Newer rites of grace prevail; 
Praestet fides supplementum   Faith for all defects supplying, 
Sensuum defectui     Where the feeble senses fail 

Genitori, Genitoque    To the everlasting Father, 
Laus et jubilatio,     And the Son Who reigns on high 
Salus, honor, virtus quoque   With the Holy Ghost proceeding 
Sit et benedictio:     Forth from Each eternally, 
Procedenti ab utroque    Be salvation, honor, blessing, 
Compar sit laudatio    Might and endless majesty| 
Amen       Amen 
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PRAYER BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: 
 
V. Panem de caelo praestitisti eis  
R. Omne delectamentum in se habentem 

(English translation): 

V. You have given them bread from Heaven  
R. Having all sweetness within it 

BENEDICTION PRAYER: 

LEADER:  Lord Jesus Christ, You gave us the Eucharist as the memorial of Your suffering and 
death. May our worship of this Sacrament of Your body and blood help us to experience the 
salvation You won for us and the peace of the kingdom where You live with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever.  

ALL: Amen. 
 
 
THE DIVINE PRAISES:  
 
ALL: 
Blessed be God 
Blessed be His Holy Name 
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true man 
Blessed be the Name of Jesus 
Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart 
Blessed be His Most Precious Blood 
Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar 
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete 
Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most Holy 
Blessed be her Holy and Immaculate Conception 
Blessed be her Glorious Assumption 
Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother 
Blessed be St Joseph, her most chaste spouse 
Blessed be God in His Angels and in His Saints 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER BENEDICTION:  
 
ALL:  May the Heart of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament be praised, adored, and loved with 
grateful affection, at every moment, in all the Tabernacles of the world, even until the end of 
time. Amen. 
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St. Agnes-St. William of  York 
Respect Life Newsletter -  December 2018 
 
Hello Everyone… I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving. Given the current crisis in the church it would be 
easy to overlook the many things for which we can be thankful. On the international stage, we have just 
completed the largest 40 Days for Life campaign ever!!  On the national stage, we will soon celebrate the 46th 
Annual March for Life.  And finally, on the local stage, we can be thankful for the amazing success of Mary's Home 
Maryland.   
 
A LOOK AT THE ST. AGNES' AND ST. WILLIAM OF YORK'S RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY:  

• A Review of 2018  
 
Last month's reflection was entitled "Engage".  I 
continued to reflect on that word this month  
identifying ways in which Catholics, and members of 
our St. Agnes and St. William of York community 
specifically,  engage with and enrich the community in 
which they live.  The founding of the St. William of 
York Respect Life Holy Hour is a wonderful example of 
parishioners perceiving a need, engaging that need 
and bearing much fruit through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Marcy and Fritz Gollery have researched the 
history of what we call our "Respect Life Holy Hour".  
Here is their story. 
                                                                              
"During the summer of 1992, Mary Nodar and  
Catherine Kerrse, both parishioners of St. William of    
York, were ministering to a young woman in a nearby    
nursing home.  The woman had had three abortions. 
The third abortion resulted in profound medical 
complications which resulted in the woman being 
permanently paralyzed.Confined to a wheelchair, the 
woman could communicate only with the assistance of 
a voice synthesizer.  A successful lawsuit against the 
abortionist allowed her family to provide care for the 
woman in the nursing home where Mary and 
Catherine served as volunteers.  Through their 
engagement with the woman, who did not survive 
long after her admission to the nursing home, they 
felt the urgent need to help women like her, and the 
idea of a Respect Life Holy Hour was conceived.  
 
Mary and Catherine presented their idea to Father 
Marty Demeck, the then pastor of St. William of York.  
Knowing their passionate belief in the dignity of all 
human life, he gave his permission.  Members of the 
Holy Name Society at St. William of York and the  
parish music ministry also embraced the idea. The original Holy Hour was held on Monday 
evenings after the 7:00 PM Mass and the Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help. How uplifting it 
was to see parishioners lead us in the Holy Hour, accompanied by our talented musicians.  
 
Over time, as pastors came and went and St. William of York and St. Agnes merged, the format 
of the Holy Hour changed. The Holy Hour was incorporated into St. Agnes' Tuesday Eucharistic 
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Adoration on the first Tuesday of the month.  Over time, several new intentions were added to 
the original prayer intention - women at risk for abortion and those suffering from the effects of 
abortion.  Currently prayer intentions include praying for the conversion of our culture from a 
culture of death to a culture of life,  medical and legal personnel involved in the abortion 
industry, victims of violence and various forms of addiction, families experiencing an unexpected 
pregnancy, perpetrators of violence, especially in Baltimore, and the elderly and terminally ill. 
Most recently, Mike Burke has been contributing his musical gifts to the Holy Hour. For years, 
Phil Rosensteel served as music minister. 
 
In spite of the changes, the tradition of the Holy Hour being led by parishioners linked to St. 
William of York and the original Holy Hour persists.  Current leaders of the Holy Hour include 
Charlotte Dietrich, whose husband was one of the early leaders of the Holy Hour, and Marcy and 
Fritz Gollery. Mary Nodar is currently a resident of Charlestown.  Catherine Kerrse lives at the 
DePaul House in the Jenkins Senior Living Community.  Neither of them is able to participate in 
the Respect Life Holy Hour they conceived."                                               
                                                                              
Thank you Mary and Catherine for responding to the stirrings of the Holy Spirit. And, thank you, 
Marcy and Fritz, for this wonderful story.  It is a beautiful example of engagement and of how 
bringing our two communities together has enriched us. 
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